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Language arts 
Reading We have spent the month exploring different strategies for 
figuring out unknown words. The “get your mouth ready” and “use 
the picture and initial letter clue” strategies have been expanded 
with the “Slide through the whole word” strategy. Additionally, stu-
dents have had practice playing “Guess the Covered Word.”  Our 
strategies have animal themed names. You will get a list of them all 
soon. The children have bookmarks in their book boxes as a tool. 

We have been focusing on Thinking while Reading to ensure all 
students understand the importance of comprehension while read-
ing. Reading is not just decoding and saying words.

Students are using the preview strategies to prepare for the 
reading. They analyze the cover and illustrations prior to reading 
any text. The second time through the books is for figuring out the 
text and then they should re-read the text for fluency. Students are 
taking home just right books and should be keeping a log of night-
ly reading. Students bring books home Monday through Thursday 
as a nightly assignment, but can always take a book for the week-
end if they choose. Remember that these books are supposed to 
be on a level so students can practice fluency and feel successful.
Writers Workshop!
During October, students have been working on writing personal stories 
on “small moments” in their lives. We listened to many fiction stories that 
were small moment stories as models. We have also begun the editing 
process. Students use an anchor chart to go back and make sure their 
stories make sense, have punctuation, have capitals when needed, 
demonstrate proper spacing,  included word wall words with proper 

spelling and have sounded out other words to the best of their ability.

Word Wall/Spelling is a daily time when students practice the all-
important sight words necessary to reading and writing. Each day, stu-
dents are presented with varied activities that make sure all learning styles 
have an opportunity to grasp the new words, as well as different choices 
for homework. The Word Wall and personal spelling notebooks are both 
tools that all students can use during writing time. Students should making 
flashcards each Monday for homework. Have them practice reading their 
spelling words 2-3 times per week as well to reinforce this linked skill. 

Literacy Centers: We are adding new centers each week and the 
children are becoming self-regulated during literacy centers. Each week 
there is a new chunk word. Chunks help in reading, writing and spelling. 
Also recently opened was Response to Reading Center. 

First grade news from 102  �1

NEWS FROM 102
Math 
The focus this month was on 
addition and using different 
models to help solve words 
problems. 
Vocabulary words this month 
included addend, sum, is equal 
to, plus, and  part-part whole. 
Students learned math games 
that reinforced addition skills. 

Science 
We learned about sound and 
vibration. The makerspace 
opened and the children 
have been bringing in great 
objects to use. Our next unit 
will be light and shadow. 
The students are learning to 
record ideas and diagrams in  
their science notebook. 
They learned  about proper-
ties while observing the 
pumpkin, and we are look-
ing for patterns while 
graphic weather and tem-
perature daily. 

Social Studies 
Our current unit of study is 
helping students learn how 
to stand up for themselves, 
feel good about themselves, 
and what to do when some-
one is not kind to them. We 
will be introducing a new 
classroom job called: 
Peacemaker.  
Check out the Peacemaker 
link 
on the webpage.



First grade with Mrs. Poage  October 31, 2017

What did you do in school today? If you want to elicit a response from your child, 
ask specific questions such as:  

What strategies did you use as a reader? What is  your writers workshop story about? Tell me 
about the big book this week? What was the read aloud story today? Tell me about the literacy 
centers you went to today (Wednesday and Thursday). What did you learn in math today?  

Outside of Room 102 

Our beautiful still life paintings are hanging outside in the hall. Students 
listened to two non-fiction books on apples and pumpkins. They used a 
venn diagram to compare and contrast facts. We learned how to sketch 

and  use  watercolor 
paint  while  painting 
a still life of our real 
life apple and pump-
kin.  We  have  gotten 
many  compliments 
on the exhibit in the 
hallway.  

At right, one of the many Halloween themed activities during center time. Stan-
dards can always be met with engaging and motivating themes. We had books and 
poems as well as spelling activities and math challenges. 

Thank you to our class parents for a wonderful party! 

Happy November! Next week is a 3-day week! There will not be new 
spelling words. There will be a review week activity choice board.
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